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CHAPTER 111. 

AGE, SEX AND MARRIAGE. 

THE subjoined statement shows the general age constitution of the CHAP. 111. 
population of South Canara in comparison with the correspond- AGE. 

ing figures for the presidency as a whole and for England and - 
Wales. 

Xtatement sfiowing the Number ad each Age ir, a Total of 10,000 of each Sex. 

Age. 

Males. 

0 ... 
1 ... 
2 ... 
3 ... 
4 ... 

e 4 0 . .  

5-14 ... 
L5-24 ... 
25-34 ... 
35-444 ... 
$5-54 ... 
55 and over 

Females, 

0 ... 
1 ... 
2 ... 
3 ... 
4 ... 

0- 4 ... 
5-14 ... 

15-24 ... 
25-34 .,. 
$5-44 .., 
E5-54 ... 
55 and over 

South Oanara. 
Madras 

Presidency, 
1891. 

- Englamd 
and 

Wales, 
1881. 

As explained in the census report, the returns of age are far 
from accurate. We find in the case of males a violent drop in 
the relative numbers at age 1, then an almost equally sudden rise 
at age 2, continned to age 3, and then a fall at age 4. Further, 



46 SOUTH CANARA. 

CHAP. 111. 
AGE. - 

Useful and 
dependent 
ages. 

the number of children of 3 years of age is greater than the num- . 
bes of infants. These anomalies would not exist were the returns 
correct, for a population that is increasing the. numbers at each 
age should gradually diminish as age advances. This feature is 
clearly I~rought out in the figures for Xouth Canara hi the ease of 
persons of 5 yews of age and upwards, and in this respect the age 
returns of this district are superior to those of most other districts. 

I t  may be assumed thnt all males between the ages of 15 and ~ 

59 and all females between 15 and 44 are capable of earning their 
own livelihood. On thi; assumption, 53.85 per cent. of the males 
and 46.10 per cent. of the fcmales in  Xouth Canara are at the use- 
fu l  ages. The corresponding fignres for the presidency, exclusive 
of the ~ ~ e ~ c ~  Tracts, are 55.26 per cent. for males and 46-64 per 
cant. for females. 

The population of South Canara is made up of 510,937 males 
and 545,144 females. The popxilation thus shows a preponderance 
of females, the proportion being 1,057 females to 1,000 of the 
opposite sex. I n  1881, the ratio was 1,032 to 1,008, and in 1871 
it was 1,007 to 1,000. The rolaiively higher proportion of females 
in 1891 can be confidently ascribed to better and more complete 
enumeration of females on this than on tho previous ocoasions. The 
following statement gives the proportion a t  different ages for 
South Cnnara and for the presidency exclusive of the Agency 
Tracts :- 

Propo~tion of Sexes nt Bzfferent Agcs. 

I Age-period. 

0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

0- 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
5- 9 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

10-14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
15-19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
20-2 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
25-29 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
30-34 . . . : . . . . . . . . . . .  
35-33 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
40-441 ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
45 -49 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
50-54 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
55-59 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Xumber of females per 1,000 males. 

- .  

South Canara. Presidency. L- 
1,040 
1,019 
1,032 
1,035 
997 

l , O %  
[ 987 

949 
1,073 
1,303 
1,199 
1,144 
921 

1,079 
928 

1,143 
991 

60 and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 1,309 

1,045 
1,065 
1,063 
1,059 
1,027 
1,051 

991 
813 
965 

1,213 
1,082 
2,098 

876 
1,013 

856 . 
1,107 

907 
1,220 

All ages . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I 1,067 1 1,025 
1 - - -- 



The preponderance of tho female sex is most marked in khe CHAP. 111, 
case of persons between the ages of 15 and 34 and must be due in SEX. 
part to the absence from the district cf a considerable number of - 
males at the working ages, and this conclusion is fully borne out 
by the birth-place statistics. But it is also partially due to a n  
over-statement of age in the case of girls under fifteen. 

The marginal table shows the number of male births to 1,000 
female births in the district during the 

X umber of  
male births years 1882-1889. It will be seen from 

Year. to  
' this that, on an average, about 44 per cent. 

female 
birth8. mqre boys than girls are born every year, 

1882 ... 1,045 yet the census statistics show a higher pro- 
1883 
1884 

- + .  portion of females below one pear. 'l'hie ... 1,032 
IS85 ... 1,052 indicates that the infant mortality is much 
3 886 
1887 

... higher among males than among females, ' ... 1,052 
1888 ... 1,062 in spite of the fact that male children are 
1889 +.. probably better cared for than female 

blean ... 1,046 
children. I t  iis possible that the registra- 

tion of births is more defective in the case of female than of male 
children, but the error due to this cause cannot be great, as this 
excess of male births is found in'othcr districts and countsies. 

The statistics of civil or conjugal condition of the population of MARRIAGE. 
each taluk are given in the statements appended to this chapter, and 
the subjoined table affords information for the &strict as a whole 
as to the proportions of unmarried, married and widowed in a total 

- of 10,000 of each sex and of the numbers at each age out of 10,000 
in each civil condition :- 



Distrdution by Age of10,OOO Pcrsons of each #ex in each Ciuil Condition. 

All Civil Conditions. Unmarried. 

8 

Sex. 

5 -- 
2,141 978 

2,205 932 

2,240 1,015 

2,266 966 
-- 
p- 

Married. 

50 and 
over. 
-- 

7 

50 and 
over. 
-- 

13 

Males ... 
Females ... 
Males ... 

?,IS1 2,156 538 67 

8,907 663 245 97 

7,227 2,108 565 60 

9,170 592 146 47 

- 

Widowed. 

58 

88 

40 

45 
- - 

- 

50 and 
over. 

Females ... 

Sex. 

Males ... 
Females ... 
Males ... 
Females ... 



Distribation by Civil Colzditiolz of 10,000 Persons of each Xex a?ad Age. 

Sex. 

-- 
2 

All ages. 

so., can,, . . . . . .  
Presidency . . . . . .  { 
-- .~ 

... \Ides 
Gemales ... 
Males ... 
Females ... 

Sex. 

Kales ... 
Females ... 
Males .. 

... Females 

50 and over. 

... GootbCanars ...) 

... Presidency ' . . . {  



CHAP. 111. 
MARRIAGE. - 

It will be seen from these figures that about 10 per cent. of 
the girls under fifteen are married ; the proportion in the southern 
districts of the presidency is eoosiderably below this, and in the 
adjoining district of Malabar it is as low as 3.85 per cent. I t  is 
thus clear that the early marriage of girls is mnch more common 
in South Canara than in. any of the southern distriots of the presi- 
dency. The males, on the other hand, appear to marry later than 
in most districts. As regards widowhood, South Canara occupies 
a pretty high position. Of women between 25 and 39 about one- 
sixth are widows; for those between 40 and 50 the proportion is 
nine-twentieths, while for women over 50 it is a little under four- 
fifths. Of the men over 50, on tho other hand, only 16-28 per 
cent. are widowers. The difference between the two sexes in 
respect of marriage is well brought O L I ~  by the statements given 
above. Females marry much earlier than males, and a far higher 
proportion of them are widowed. There is about one widow to 
every two wives, while there are as many as 14 husbands to each 
widower. The prevalence of widowhood is not confined to the 
Hindus, for even among Nusdmans and Christians there are 26 
widows out of every 100 married females. 

There are 1,151 wives to 1,000 husbands, this escess of wives 
being due partly to polygamy, partly to women who were either 
single or widowed having returned themselves as married, but; 
mainly to the absence of husbands from the district. Among 
Hindus there are 1,168 wives to 1,000 husbands, while among 
Musahans and Christians the proportions are 1,088 and 1,053 
~espeetively. 

There are 175,000 llzarried women between the ages of 15 and 
39, which is the normal child-bearing period. I n  EngIand and 
Wales there are 290 births to every thousand wives of ohild- 
bearing age, and the proportion in  India is probably higher, since 
there is a much greater desire for offspring. A proportion of 300 
per thousand would give 52,500 births per annum, or a birth-rate 
of about 50 per mille. 



Statemed showing the Ddstrihtion of the Po~ulatiolz of each Tuluk uccording t o  Aga. 

Total population. 

Under 1 year. 3 years. 4 years. 

Amindivi Islands .., 
Coondapoor ... ,. 

Kisarag6d ... .. 
Mangalore ... ... 
Udipi ... .. 
Uppinangadi #., 



Taluk. 

Lmindivi Islands ... .. 
:oondapoor . . . .. .. . 
:Qsarsgdd ... . .. . . . 
dangalore ... . .. ... 
Jdipi ... ... ... ... 
Jypiumgitdi . . . . . . . . . 





Statement showing the Numher of unmar~ied according to the Census of 1891. 

All ages. 25-39. 

Kales 

9 

16 

1,384 

4,787 

4,733 

2,416 

2,444 

6,780 

Bemalci 

-- 
10 

-- 

1 2  

254 

2,790 

1,122 

789 

206 

5,173 

15-24. 

- 
Total. 

0-14. 

Hale8 

7 
-- 

111 

6,5gO 

19,104 

17,384 

12,418 

7,835 
-- 
63,245 

Males. Males. 

-- 

5 

473 

22,504 

57,475 

56,740 

50,902 

22,542 
- 
110,636 

Femaler 

--- 
8 
- 

32 

613 

6,036 

4,043 

1,815 

1,468 
- 

14,007 

Amindivi Islands 

Coondapoor ... 
KLsarag6d .. . 
& l a n p b r e  .. . 
Udipi ... .. . 
Uppinangadi ... 

Femaler 

- 
6 

-- 

432 

18,030 

53,646 

52,437 

42,776 

20,011 
--- 

188,232 I 



Statement s h o ~ i n g  the Number of Mwried accord<ng t o  the Census of 1891. 

1 
. . . 

Lmindivi Islands. 

:oondapoor ... 
:Bsarag6d . .  
iaugalore .. 
Idipi ... ... 
Jppinangadi . .. 

TOTAI, ... 

Total. 

All agea. ( 0-14. I la-%. 

Males. 

-- 
3 
- 

1,067 

22,158 

51,789 

53,557 

48,851 

25,049 
-- 
,02,471 

- 

-- 
'emales. 

-- 
4 -- 

1,182 

29,969 

56,437 

58,776 

61,201 

25,500 
--.- 

33,065 

25-39. 1 40-49, I so and mer. / atatad 

'emales. 

80 

4,165 

2,969 

4,040 

8,436 

1,555 

21,246 

Males 

- 
5 

16 

223 

250 

298 

845 

84 

1,686 

Males. Femnles. Males. Fomales. Males Females. M d e ~  i I i i  i- Nales. 

---- 
6 7 8  

155 

2,G96 

4,555 

4,875 

6,315 

2,255 ----- 
20,851 

Females 

314 

10,379 

19,896 

20,041 

20,498 

9,576 

80,704 
.- 



Statement showing the Num6~r of Widowed oecordihg t o  the Census of 1891. 
--- 

All ages. 

Talnk. 

50 and over I Noh etatrd. 

-- 
Males. Females Pemales Mder 

-- 
14 15 

186 ... 

Total. 

-- 
2 
- 

390 

18,231 

24,291 

28,508 

31,478 

12,541 

Males 

Amindiri Islands. 

Caondapoor .. . 
Kksarag6d .. . 
Y angalore ... 
Udipi ... .., 

Uppinangadi .. . 



Statement Jowing the NumAer ofpersons who did not return t h e i  civil conllitiolt accordmy to the cmsus of 1891. 

A11 ages. 50 and aver. 

Bales. 1 1 1  Fomales Males. Females Total. Males. [ales 

- 
13 
- 

..* 
1 

5 

r 
... 
2 
- 

9 - 

4mindivi Islands. 

2nondapoor ... 
(asarag6d ... 
Mangalore ... 
Udipi . . . . . .  
Cppinangadi ... 


